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of refined and metaphysical reasoning . . . explain away
the Constitution of our country and leave it a mag-
nificent structure indeed to look at, but totally unfit for
use. They may so entangle and perplex the understand-
ing as to obscure principles which were before thought
quite plain, and induce doubts where, if the mind were
to pursue its own course, none would be perceived. In
such a case, it is peculiarly necessary to recur to safe
and fundamental principles.